
767

Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996 / May 17

if you want a safe neighborhood, a safe street,
and a safe school.

You have shown what you can do here, but
you mark my words, you will have the best
future any generation of Americans has ever
known if you’ll work for it, but only if we can
make America a safe place again.

So every one of you—we need your personal
commitment: No to crime. No to guns. No to
gangs. No to drugs. Yes to your own future.
If you do that, your future will be the brightest
of any generation in American history.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:45 p.m. in the
gymnasium. In his remarks, he referred to Rep-
resentative Richard A. Gephardt’s wife, Jane;
Mayor Terry Williams of Webster Groves, MO;
William Gussner, superintendent of schools; John
Johnson, band director; Debbie Genovese, art
teacher; and Webster Groves High School student
Jocelyn Grant.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the Austria-United States
Social Security Agreement
May 17, 1996

To the Congress of the United States:
Pursuant to section 233(e)(1) of the Social

Security Act, as amended by the Social Security
Amendments of 1977 (Public Law 95–216, 42
U.S.C. 433(e)(1)), I transmit herewith the Sup-
plementary Agreement Amending the Agree-
ment Between the United States of America
and the Republic of Austria on Social Security
(the ‘‘Supplementary Agreement’’). The Supple-
mentary Agreement, signed at Vienna on Octo-
ber 5, 1995, is intended to modify certain provi-
sions of the original United States-Austria Social
Security Agreement, signed July 13, 1990.

The United States-Austria Social Security
Agreement is similar in objective to the social
security agreements with Belgium, Canada, Fin-
land, France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy,
Luxembourg, The Netherlands, Norway, Por-
tugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, and the
United Kingdom. Such bilateral agreements pro-
vide for limited coordination between the
United States and foreign social security systems
to eliminate dual social security coverage and
taxation, and to help prevent the loss of benefit
protection that can occur when workers divide
their careers between two countries.

The Supplementary Agreement, which would
amend the 1990 Agreement to update and clar-
ify several of its provisions, is necessitated by
changes that have occurred in U.S. and Austrian
law in recent years. Among other things, it
would introduce a new method of computing
Austrian benefits under the Agreement that will

result in higher Austrian benefits for certain
people who have divided their careers between
the United States and Austria. Another provision
in the Supplementary Agreement will allow U.S.
citizens hired in Austria by U.S. Foreign Service
Posts to be covered by the Austrian Social Secu-
rity System rather than the U.S. system. The
Supplementary Agreement will also make a
number of minor revisions in the Agreement
to take account of other changes in U.S. and
Austrian law that have occurred in recent years.

The United States-Austria Social Security
Agreement, as amended, would continue to con-
tain all provisions mandated by section 233 and
other provisions that I deem appropriate to carry
out the provisions of section 233(c)(4).

I also transmit for the information of the Con-
gress a report prepared by the Social Security
Administration explaining the key points of the
Supplementary Agreement, along with a para-
graph-by-paragraph explanation of the effect of
the amendments of the Agreement. Annexed to
this report is the report required by section
233(e)(1) of the Social Security Act on the effect
of the Agreement on income and expenditures
of the U.S. Social Security program and the
number of individuals affected by the Agree-
ment. The Department of State and the Social
Security Administration have recommended the
Supplementary Agreement and related docu-
ments to me.
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I commend the United States-Austria Social
Security Agreement and related documents to
the Congress.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
May 17, 1996.

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Malaysia-United States
Extradition Treaty
May 17, 1996

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and con-

sent of the Senate to ratification, I transmit
herewith the Extradition Treaty between the
Government of the United States of America
and the Government of Malaysia, and a related
exchange of notes signed at Kuala Lumpur on
August 3, 1995.

I transmit also for the information of the Sen-
ate, the report of the Department of State with
respect to the Treaty. As the report explains,
the Treaty will not require further implementing
legislation.

This Treaty will, upon entry into force, en-
hance cooperation between the law enforcement
communities of both countries. It will thereby

make a significant contribution to international
law enforcement efforts.

The provisions in this Treaty follow generally
the form and content of extradition treaties re-
cently concluded by the United States. Upon
entry into force of this Treaty, the Extradition
Treaty between the United States and Great
Britain signed at London December 22, 1931,
will cease to have effect, with certain exceptions,
between the United States and Malaysia.

I recommend that the Senate give early and
favorable consideration to the Treaty and give
its advice and consent to ratification.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
May 17, 1996.

Message on the Observance of Armed Forces Day
May 17, 1996

For forty-seven years, Armed Forces Day has
been celebrated by the citizens of our great
nation in recognition of our faith in America’s
men and women in uniform. This year’s theme,
‘‘America’s Armed Forces: Pillars of Freedom,’’
is a testament to the quiet strength and steadfast
resolve with which you, the members of the
Army, Marine Corps, Navy, Air Force, and
Coast Guard, uphold the standards of liberty
around the world.

Day in and day out, under demanding and
often perilous circumstances, you put your skills,
your energy, and your very lives on the line
in the service of your nation and your fellow
citizens. Whether advancing peace in Bosnia,
protecting democracy in Haiti, offering humani-

tarian aid to those in need, or remaining vigilant
to the threats of tyrants and terrorists, you have
set a shinning example of service for all Ameri-
cans, inspiring our young people and fulfilling
our trust in you.

As Commander in Chief, I am proud that
you are the best-trained, best-equipped, and
best-led fighting force in the world. But we can-
not rest on this record. On this Armed Forces
Day, we must rededicate ourselves to keeping
the U.S. military strong and confident—sus-
taining these true pillars that support freedom
throughout the world.

I salute you for your courage and dedication
in serving your country’s cause, wherever and
whenever you are called upon to do so, and
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